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Rethinking Research of Erlitou Culture with Discussion on the Relationship between Literature
Records and Archaeological Findings

Xu Lianggao

Abstract: Besides the complementary relationship between literature records and archaeological discoveries in
historical research, the more important relationship is that the literature records provide the model to interpret the age
and historical meanings of archaeological discoveries. From the perspective of the relationship between the model of
interpretation and the object of interpretation, the traditional opinion of the dual attestation or the triple attestation is
worthy questionable because it make the literature records and archaeological discoveries fall into a circular argument.
In fact, the literature records and anthropological knowledge only are models to interpret historical meanings of
archaeological discoveries and to construct historical narrative. Multiple model make pluralistic historical interpretation
and construction. Examining the academic research on the relationship between Erlitou culture and Xia Dynasty from
this perspective, we can find the problems clearly. We hope the future research on Erlitou culture should be more
open and pluralistic.In addition to considering the system of Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties from traditional
documents, the next research on Erlitou culture should have multi perspective and multi-level interpretation and
construction.

Key words: literature records; archaeology; interpret and construct; model; dual attestation
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