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On the Foreign Marriage and Related Issues of Cai State in the Spring and Autumn Period
from Chu Zhongji’ An Fu

Huang Jingian

Abstract:
should be Chu (style) utensils in the late spring and Autumn period. The
Marquis Zhao of Cai; the
“Caiji”

Bronze wares of Chu Zhongji fu and its companions from the Fudan University Museum Collections
“Marquis Cai” in the inscription is Shen,
Chu Zhongji” an” refers to Ji’ an of Cai Gongzi fou unearthed at Caipo, Xiangyang, and

of Wangsunling fu unearthed at Caojiagang, Dangyang, and the sister of “Damengji” on the inscriptions of
bronzes of Marquis Shen of Cai unearthed from the tomb in Shouxian County, Anhui Province. The Fou is a dowry
made by her brother, Prince Cai (son of marquis Shen of Cai), fu was made by her husband, Wangsunling (grandson
of the king of Chu); fou and fu unearthed from Xiangyang and Dangyang, the hinterland of Chu state, reflecting the
marriage relationship between Cai and Chu. According to the unearthed bronze inscriptions and handed down ancient
books, during the spring and Autumn period, Cai and Chu and Wu in the south, Xu and song in the Central Plains,
Qi in the East and Yan in the north were all married widely, which reflected that during the spring and Autumn
period, the difficult situation of Cai, which was between the great powers of Wu and Chu, should not only “assist the

emperor”, but also “assist the king of Chu”, and “respect and match the king of Wu”, taking marriage as the link to
seek for survival in the cracks. The change of marriage relationship among the countries reflects the political separation
and cooperation from the side, and Cai is its typical and miniature.
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