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Another View of “Shuoshu’ in The Book of Songs
Zhu Yanmin

Abstract: “Shuoshu” in The Book of Songs has ever been interpreted as large rats or voles. In fact, rats eat
millet, wheat grain, which can be interpreted “No eat my millet” “No eat my wheat”,but do not eat crops’ seedlings,
which can not be explained “No eat my seedlings”. There is another interpretation for Shuoshu (f#fi i ): mole cricket, a
type of pest. This explains the poem reasonably. For “Shishu having five skills is poor” , the rats do not have these
characteristics, but the mole cricket meets the conditions. The new published Shuoshu in The Book of Songs by Bamboo
Slips of the Warring States period in Anhui University is written as “Shi ( f1 ) shu”, which is a kind of allogeneic
writing of “Shi (fifi ) shu”. Mole crickets were also known as Shishu or squirrels in ancient times. Accordingly, Shuoshu
in The Book of Songs ought to be the insect of mole crickets.

Key words: The Book of Songs; Shuoshu; Bamboo Slips of the Warring States period in Anhui University; Shishu
(A1 BL); mole crickets
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