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A Study on the Historical Aesthetic Value of the Swan in the Chess of Mencius

Zhou Weifeng

Abstract: In the story of Yiqiu’s teaching chess in Mencius, the chess learner who
Whose heart overflows out of the body and travels with the birds. If there

pe »
and arrow to shoot the swan’is “at ease’ .

“wants to pick up the bow

is the concept of “heart conceals spirit”, the heart will go with the birds, and the spirit will naturally follow like a

shadow. This is what Huai Nan Zi said,

“the heart is there, but spirit is there.”

Or think that spiritual travel is soul

travel, what the birds take away is not the heart of this person, but the soul of this person. To get rid of the fetters of

reality is the original expression of “lofty ambition”

. The literati aesthetic

“lofty ambition”, with the help of the action

of “Watch the Swan leave”, have completed the literary imagination and meaning with the purpose of freedom and

found their own spiritual home.

Key words: imagination ; intention ; swan ; beckoning ; absent—mindedness
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