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On “Original Agrarianism”
Peng Zhaorong and Zhang Ying

Abstract: China has a long history of farming, which has developed the farming—based policies. These policies,
known as original agrarianism, have been dealing with agriculture itself, the governance of agriculture, poor farmers,
as well as the recent initiative of poverty alleviation. The developments in China, no matter how many great
achievements in other fields have been achieved, are derived from farming. If we trace back to Chinese lineage, it
can be found that almost earlier ancestors from the same lineage were farmers. The evidence will be revealed with
reference to the origin of Chinese civilization and the tradition of lineage in Chinese society. The proposal with
emphasis on agriculture and agrarianism also can be found in the history of other nations. The standpoints, from such
representatives  of agrarianism as Marcus Tullius Cicero in Greece, Francois Quesnay in France and Tachibana
Kouzaburou, Une Yutaka in Japan, can propose a true dialogue with their counterparts in China. The implementation
of rural alleviation strategy, along with the maintenance of some features of agrarianism, is not only a way to the
inheritance of Chinese tradition, but also can avoid new kinds of disasters derived from mobility. It’s why we should
come up with two sets systems of both governance and strategies, in order to meet the raid development of society and
to keep pace with the surrounding environments. That is “the creation of tradition”. Tradition means to maintain, while
invention refer to develop.

Key Words: farming—based; agrarianism; original agrarianism
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