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The Study of the Beginning of Zheng’s Eastward Migration
Bai Guohong

Abstract: The eastward migration of Zheng had a great impact on the reconstruction of the political geography
pattern at the time of Zhou dynasty. The academic circles pay much attention to it. In this event, one of the key
question is when the eastward migration of Zheng began, and most of scholars believed that it happened after “ShiBo
discussed the rise and decline for Huangong” according to the records of Guo Yu’s Zheng Yu and Shih Chi’ s
Aristocratic Family of Zheng, but it is the conclusion after ignoring or denying the relevant records of the ancient book
Bamboo Annals. The discovery of “three articles related to the history of Zheng” in Tsinghua Bamboo Slips provides a
new clue to treat this question. This paper covers all relevant literature and reinterprets the records of Huangong
conquered Kuai in the second year of JinWenhou in Bamboo Annals, and it comes to the conclusion that it truly
happened. Then it proves that ZhengHuangong’s victory over Kuai was an act of royal accountability for ZhouXuanwang’s
murder, and Huangong was awarded a fief called “Zheng Fu Zhi Qiu” because of this exploit, and gained the
opportunity to achieve his strategic intention of eastward migration, and this place in fact became the early base of
Zheng’ s eastward migration. Therefore, it is reasonable to regard “the second year of JinWenhou” as the beginning of
Zheng’ s eastward migration, which is several years earlier than the traditional mainstream view.

Key words: Ancient book Bamboo Annals; Tsinghua Bamboo Slips; The second year of JinWenhou; The eastward

migration of Zheng; ZhouXuanwang’s murder
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