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The Symbol of “Bronze Camel” and the Migration Movement From the North of Han
and Jin Dynasties

Wang Zijin

Abstract: “Camel” , as a species from the west, has become a driving force of traffic since the formation of
traffic conditions along the Silk Road. The remains of various camel images in the Central Plains cultural relics, the
burial of camels in the Pingling Tomb of emperor Zhao of the Han Dynasty and the “bronze camel” in Luoyang, the
capital city of the Eastern Han Dynasty, all show the significance of cultural symbols. The coming of the Silk Road
camels to the West marks an unprecedented prosperity of East-West transportation in the era of adventure to the
northwest. As the central axis of Luoyang City, “Bronze Camel Street” points to the south, which is also consistent
with the migration movement in Han and Jin Dynasties. At the time of the Han Dynasty, there had been a large—scale
upsurge of migration mainly to the south. This is the first spontaneous large-scale migration since the formation of
Chinese civilization. This immigration movement opened an important historical change of the national economic center
to the southeast, and was also the historical forerunner of the southern migration movement in the Jin and Southern
and Northern Dynasties. There are many reasons for the formation of a deep historical memory in Chinese society.

Key words: Han Dynasty; Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties ; immigration ; southern migration ; bronze camel;
Bronze Camel Street
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