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Study on the Relationship between the
Characters of Sheming in Tsinghua Bamboo-slips

Du Yong

Abstract: Sheming in the Tsinghua bamboo-slips is an important literature discovered in recent years. It records
that the king of Zhou appoints She Bo to administer the prison and court proceedings. As for the king of Zhou in this
essay, there are mainly two different opinions in the academic circles: King Mu and King Xiao. According to Shuxu
and Shiji, Jiong Bo was ordered by King Mu to be the leader of servant agency, and his duties were different from that
of She Bo who was in charge of the prison, and he did not have the status of a prince of She Bo. So the text
Sheming wasn’t the long—lost text Jiongming, In the text Sheming, the relationship between the king and She Bo were
uncle and nephew. She Bo was the heir to the throne after the king. Through the research of handed down documents,
we could find that only in the situation that King Xiao was King Yi’s younger brother , King Yi Xie was King Yi’s
prince, King Xiao and King Yi Xie who inherited the throne from King Xiao were Nephew relationship. Facts were
consistent with the literature. It could be proved that the king in the text was King Xiao and She Bo as the appointee
was King Yi Xie. Although King Xiao inherited his brother’ s throne which disobeyed the law of succession by the
eldest son of Zhou, it was conducive to dealing with the complicated political situation at that time. Therefore, it was
recognized by the royal family and nobles, and did not cause social shock that affected the national stability. There are
many unsurmountable disadvantages in the selection of the heir to the throne by the law of eldest son. Only with the
establishment of modern democratic countries, can we truly promote the advantages and eliminate the disadvantages and
make the country move towards long—term stability.

Key words: Sheming ; Jiongming ; King Mu; King Xiao; King Yi

[Friesmit/ & 5]

74



