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On the Growth of Early Chinese Belief from the Change of the Meaning of Zhen( i) in
Shang and Zhou Dynasties

Xie Bingjun

Abstract: The word Zhen ( Ui )in Oracle Bone Inscriptions is indeed the meaning of divining to predict, However,
its meaning has changed during early Zhou Dynasty. Seen from the procedure of divining tortoise, it possesses a step
of Zhen turtle ( Y18, ) , Zheng Xuan’s interpretation of which is that making the divination turtle in correct position is
reasonable. Also seen from the processes of divination, Zhen turtle suggests that its true meaning is not inquiring turtle,
because this step has been included in the procedure of Ming turtle (fii ). The moral is that, Zhen has produced a
meaning of Zheng ( IE ) during the Western Zhou Dynasty. When the text of Zhouyi has taken shape during the late
Western Zhou Dynasty to the Spring Period, It is in the period of transition from deities’ governing to human and
deities’ governing. Significantly, paying close attention to human morality, especially the king’ s morality, becomes the
theme of the activities of generating documents. Therefore, Zhen of “Yuan Heng Li Zhen”in Zhouyi is just in line with
the social trend of thought at that time. When Confucius learned Yi in its later years, he reconfirmed that the meaning
of Zhen is Zheng. In a word, Zhen means Zheng suggests an important witness of the growth of early Chinese belief.

Key words: oracle bone inscriptions; Zhouyi; Zhen ; Chinese belief
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