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The Study on the Literature in the Southern and Northern Dynasties

Gu Nong

Abstract: The different changes of the political bureaus of the Southern and northern Dynasties profoundly
influenced the appearance of literature at that time, enriched the experience of the writers, and increased their creativity
and spiritual strength. The former aristocrats of the gate Lords have now largely evolved into literati families. The status
of Confucianism has obviously declined, and various thoughts have been preserved in many ways, which have a common
influence on writers’ creation. Quite a number of writers are striving for artistic innovation. The literature in this period
had a strong tendency of popularization, and then it was promoted to be both refined and popular. In the Southern
Dynasty, it was mainly manifested in poetry, while in the Northern Dynasty, it was mainly manifested in literature. The
various nationalities in the north and the South showed strong cultural identity and gradually moved towards integration
in various struggles, including wars.

Key words: literature of the Southern and Northern Dynasties; political situation; gate lords; aristocratic families;

refined customs; national integration
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