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Identities and Fusion Between Xia’s Descendants and Shang and Zhou Ethnic Group Seen
from the Armorial Inscription on Bronze

Luo Youcang

Abstract: In the process of ethnic migration and fusion during the the replacement of Xia and Shang Dynasties,
people of Shang not only followed thecasting technology of clay molds for bronzes created by the Xia people, but also
inherited and developed the bronze-based rituals and the custom of engraving armorial inscriptions. In bronze
inscriptions, the descendants of Xia people were mainly from ethnic groups of Qi (4#),Hu (£ ),Fei (%% ), Xun (F£),Fan
(%) ,Ge(X) Xing (3% ) ,Shan (111),Qu (AH) ,Bao (if]) ,Su () etc.among which six armorial inscriptions including Qu(HH),
Ce(jZ),Xing(%),Hu(ﬁ),Shan( 11 )and Wu([{]) have been identified. The fusion of Xia descendants with Shang
people is mainly reflected in the cultural identity of armorial inscription, the naming system by birth—day (tian gan di
zhi) and funeral customs, while the fusion with Zhou people was basically realized through marriage. The complete
integration of three ethnic groups is the vanishing of single armorial inscription in the early Spring and Autumn Period.

Key words: Xia descendants;the armorial inscription on bronze ; ethnic identity
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