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Zhang Yanghao and the Construction of the Northern Academic Tradition in Yuan Dynasty

Liu Chengqun

Abstract: In the middle of Yuan Dynasty, Zhao Mengfu had great cultural influence in Dadu. However, as one of
the master writers of the same period, Zhang Yanghaoapparently showed alienation to Zhao Mengfu, which probably
originated from his worship of Yao Sui. ZhangYanghao extremely emphasized the significance of “the ancient Chinese
prose” in Yao Sui’s articles with the intention of continuing the ancient Chinese prose movement in order to prove the
rationality of the northern academic tradition and find the basis of his insistence on the northern academic tradition
represented by Yao Sui. When the cultural impact of the southern Confucian scholars, like Zhao Mengfu, increased with
each passing day, some northern scholars were nervous about the cultural impact of the southern scholars. Zhang’s
construction and insistence of the northern academic tradition concretely manifested such kind of cultural tension.

Key words: Zhang Yanghao; Zhao Mengfu; Yao Sui; academic tradition; construction
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