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Ritual, Religion and the Evolution Pattern of Early Chinese Civilization

Cao Jiandun

Abstract: The evolution path of early Chinese civilization can be roughly divided into the central plains model and
the theocracy model with the theocracy as the core. The theocracy of liangzhu and hongshan societies took the path of
unlimited expansion of divine authority and adopted the political strategy of personal orientation. In order to maintain
the aristocracy, a large amount of resource was consumed in religious sacrifice, which led to the unbalanced
development of society lacking self-renewal, adjustment and adaptability. In the complicated process of the central
plains society, a politicized and ritualized religious system with ancestor worship as the core was formed, thus forming a
complicated funeral and ritual system. Ritual strategy in the central plains is a kind of secularization and rationalization
of political governance, which has the collective orientation, and its orientation is a kind of moral politics. The
ritualistic governance characterized by cohesion, collective cooperation and ethical and moral orientation is easier to
integrate various ethnic groups into a higher political group, which plays a very important role in the civilizing process
of the central plains.

Key words: the prehistoric society ;ritual system ;religion ; civilisation ; moral politics
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