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From the Creation Axe to Yu’s Xuan Gui and Qing Gui for the Worship of the Eastern
Tang Qicui

Abstract: The core of the creation myth is the establishment of the spatial and temporal order of the universe. The
significance of its continuous narration lies in the exemplary meaning of its “divine origin”.“Make the world with an
axe” is the classic narrative of the Chinese creation myth (the origin of the universe — the reproduction of human
life) , which established the Chinese — style founding myth, the myth of divinity and related ritual vessels model. The
core objects such as axe, Xuangui( % £, black jade Gui,a miracle scepter from god)and jade slips( & &, the rectangle
jade like bamboo slip writing the oracle)in Dayu’s flood control myth, and the god Xi(#7#f1) of the east, Xuangui for
sacrifice in Oracles , and the Qinggui(75 3, black or green jade Gui) for the worship of the eastern, and the Dugui( £+
= ) for finding the Center of Heaven and Earth by scaling shadow in the handed-down documents,are all the
replacement deformation of the creation axe myth, and the inheritance model in the way of ritual performance by the
royal family. The axe is the archetype of Xuangui,Qinggui and Dugui, a symbol of scepter opening the world stands for
planning the world.Therefore,the Jade Gui is not only the image ambassador of the god Xi,the hierophany of the deities
and ancestor’s souls and the sacrificial utensil,but also the power symbols of divine right between god and human,king
and people in the ritual civilization era.

Key words:the creation axe; Yu’s Xuangui from god;Qinggui for the Worship of the Eastern
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