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Unearthed Documents and the Study of the Music Mechanism Setting and Management in State Qin
——To See the Source and Management of Musicians in State Qin from“Captives Learn to
Cook” “Pardon to Become Students and Cooks” of Yuelu Qin Bamboo Strips

Li Li

Abstract: There is a law, originated with “captives learn to cook” ,in the fourth volumes of Yuelu Qin bamboo
strips. The “cook” of “captives learn to cook” in bamboo strips should be “play”, which means the skills of studying
playing musical instruments. Due to the appearance of the musical institutions called zuoyue, yuefu in bamboo strips ,
this paper preliminary estimates that the bamboo strips are laws how to punish captives if one escapes .The captives
are those ,who study kills of “playing” “blowing” and obtain the exemption preferential treatments. When state Qin
annexed six states, the emperors take the captives from the war to Qin as li chen gie. The captives, who learn to cook
in the Yuelu Qin bamboo strips, should be the sinners or their sons and daughters of the unnaturalized immigrants.
“Learn to cook” is a way for them to get rid of their hereditary identity as sinners. Only pass the “student” stage of
study and pass the exam ,the captives can gain immunity from the identity and become a “cook”, then become a
professional musician to work in zuoyue,yuefu. The paper concerns the period of Emperor Qinshihuang, musical
establishments and related functions in Qin Dynasty, It indicates that no later than the above historical stage, Qin has
the music institutions called Zuoyue, Yuefu, and the above music institutions are also responsible for teaching, managing
the skills of playing musical instruments(“learn to cook”) and sing songs.

Key words: Yuelu Qin bamboo sirips; captives learn to cook; musicians; management
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