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Inheritor of Intangible Culture: The Alternative Inheritor of Chinese Civilization
Yuan Li

Abstract: The inheritance of a country’s civilization usually needs to be completed through the following three
channels, which are the inheritance of ancient books, the inheritance of objects (cultural relics) and the live
transmission. In the traditional society, scholars pay most attention to the inheritance of classical books and material
objects, but the live transmission is seldom noticed. As a matter of fact, when the most important civilization of a
country—intangible cultural heritage—ris too complex in content, form and technology to be passed on by classics and
materials, civil society prefers to protect and pass them on by means of mentoring, oral transmission and other means,
which is the live transmission. By virtue of their “live transmission”, the inheritors made their own contributions to the
continuation of Chinese civilization.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; inheritance; live transmission; historical mission
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