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On the Cultural Anxiety of Intellectuals during the Period of the Late Qing Dynasty and the
Early Republic of China

Zhang Zhengke

Abstract: In the process of social transformation at the late of Qing Dynasty and the early of the Republic of
China, Chinese culture deviated from its original routine and fell into ecrisis. Because of the loss of cultural
self—confidence and the failure of cultural reconstruction, Chinese modern intellectuals group had obvious cultural
anxiety. The changing situation and the transitional era mean that modern China encountered a holistic crisis in the
process of invasion by the Great Powers, which led to the uncertainty of China’s development trend. Tt was the era
background of intellectuals” cultural anxiety. The main factors of the intellectuals’ cultural anxiety were the physical
and mental conflicts from transformation of scholar bureaucrats into new intellectuals, the marginalization of the new
intellectuals and the helplessness of saving the country. The failure of the construction of modern nation-state
fundamentally weakened the intellectuals’ recognition of Chinese original culture, and attributed the decline of China
to Chinese culture. It was the political factor of intellectuals’ cultural anxiety. Under the impact of Western
civilization, the normative role, influence and assimilation of Chinese original culture had been seriously weakened. In
“eating foreign

the process of cultural inheritance and cultural exchange, the conflict between “eating the ancient” and

things” in China had further intensified the cultural concerns of intellectuals. In general, cultural anxiety promoted
intellectualscultural consciousness, which urged them to continue to explore a new way out of Chinese culture. Finally,
a new turning point appeared in modern Chinese culture during the period of the May 4th.

Key words: in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of China; intellectuals; social transformation;
cultural anxiety
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