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An Interpretation of History, Archaeology and Anthropology in the Era of the Five Emperors
Shen Changyun

Abstract: The era of five emperors is a historical period before Xia Dynasty in China. Its existence is an
objective fact, mnot a fabrication by human beings. Although the name of “Five Emperors” came into being late, it
came from the recollection of the ancestors of some famous clans. “Five Emperors” were not the five unified monarchs
in ancient China, but the leaders of different clans and tribes. There is no blood relationship between them. The
so-called pedigree of five emperors is the product of the national fusion of later generations. The order of the five
emperors was not successive, but the characters of the same era. In fact, the region where the ancient emperors are
located is actually the distribution area of various surname groups in ancient times. The upper limit of the starting date
of the five emperors should be 2500 or 2300 B.C. From the perspective of archaeology, the age of the five emperors
roughly corresponds to the Longshan age in archaeology, and has entered the era of agricultural settlement. According
to the theory and practice of the four stages evolution of Contemporary Western cultural anthropology, the stage of
social development in the era of five emperors should belong to the Chieftain—state stage.

Key words: the age of five emperors; history; archaeology; anthropology; interpretation
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