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Infiltration of Barbarian Tide: Shatuo and Barbarian Cultures in North China During Five
Dynasties

Liu Guangfeng

Abstract: A great amount of nomadic peoples immigrating from north lived together in north China during the
period of late Tang and Five Dynasties, whose main feature was national fusion. Among these peoples, Shatuo, who
came from the Western Regions and built three dynasties of the Five, had the greatest impact on the Central Plains.
After entering the Central Plains, on the one hand, Shatuo people had an obvious Sinicization, but on the other
hand, the Shatuo community still kept conspicuous features of barbarian culture referring to customs like language,
religion, killing horses to sacrifice, passing arrows, cremation, etc.. Shatuo’s identification of culture and identity still
based on nomadic civilization. During Five Dynasties, barbarian cultures in northern China not only had a certain
influence on the contemporary military, martial spirit and fusion of foreigners and Han people in the army, but also
created impact on ethics of blood relations, thus deepening the barbarization in the northern regions. Behind the
Sinicization and barbarization, the essence was the collision and fusion of agricultural and nomadic civilizations. Ruling
policies of Shatuo rulers could also reflect the conflict between these two civilizations, for which Zhuangzong of the
Later Tang was a typical example. National fusion in north China during Five Dynasties also had potential influence on
food cultures and funeral customs in the coming Song Dynasty, which indicates that the Chinese civilization has a
dynamic development in the mutual fusion of different types of cultures, and thus creates the brilliant one nowadays.

Key words: Five Dynasties; National fusion; Shatuo; Barbarian cultures; Zhuangzong of the Later Tang
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