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Selected Songs of Qin and Ancient Chinese Storytelling Performance

Wang Juan

Abstract: As an anthology of Qin music, Selected Songs of (Qin has long been lost. During the Han and Jin
Dynasties, There were many scholars such as Huan Tan, Cai Yong and Kong Yan who had once compiled a book
named Selected Songs of Ancient (Qin. Along with the time, those books are all lost unfortunately. The book we have
seen now is the redaction of the songs from those books left in different ancient documents. This is a very important
book since it is by now the only book that we can learn something about the ancient Qin performance, as well as the
oral storytelling tradition of the Han Dynasty. Those songs are also important materials for us to study ancient Chinese
myths, legends and folktales.
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