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Return Back to the Historical Perspective of Fei Xiaotong’ s Thought
Zhou Dandan and Li Ruohui

Abstract: In Fei Xiaotong’s lifelong academic research and academic thought, the historical dimension has never
been absent, and the historical concepts, academic discourses, and academic method reflections have been throughout
his three academic lives. The historical perspective and historical aspects of Fei Xiaotong’ s thoughts include the
influence of social history in his early years, historical functionalism of “three-dimensional moment”, historical concepts
of sociology such as “differential order pattern” and “dual-track politics”, the perspective of social situations, and
methodological reflection in later years, which are the important source of inspiration and intellectual resources for
Chinese historical sociology. To fully understand the historical perspective of Fei Xiaotong s thoughts and return to the
historical imagination of Fei Xiaotong’ s sociological research is of great henefit to the further development of Chinese
historical sociology.
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