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The Political Ethics “Determine ‘Renji’ by ‘Taiji’ “of Zhou Dunyi
Chen Lixiang and Chen Ping

Absrtact: The Northern Song Dynasty ended the division of the five—dynasty period, but the problems in politics,
economy, culture, military make the Northern Song Dynasty have a profound social crisis. Zhou Dunyi summarizes the
rise and fall of history, learn from the experience of governing the country. By thinking about social problems, the
theory of political ethics is summarized. He took the ontology of “Taiji” as the theoretical basis, then determine
“Renji”by “Taiji”, so the theories of “three Factors of Heaven, Earth and Man”be interconnected, the ontology basis
of “Tao of the Sage” has been found. He firmly believed in Sages determine “Renji” by “Taiji”, making etiquette
with music, Educated the people with righteousness, benevolence and honesty. Only in this way can society return to
the normal order of human relations, the people will obey the government. Zhou Dunyi’s political ethics thought is a
reflection on the social crisis in the Northern Song Dynasty, which has far-reaching reference significance for alleviating
the social crisis in the Northern Song Dynasty. Zhou Dunyi’s thought of “determine ‘Renji’ by ‘Taiji’” is essentially
the further development of the traditional “debate of heaven and man” and the return of Confucian humanistic
tradition. Zhou Dunyi’ s political ethics thought laid the foundation for the construction of the later political ethics
thought. In particular, his thought of “determine ‘Renji’ by ‘Taiji’” has an important influence on Wang Chuanshan’
s political ethics thought.

Key words: Zhou Dunyi; Taiji; determine “Renji”; honesty; political ethics
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