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Harvest Festival : Respecting Nature and Sustainable Ecology
Gao Xiaokang

Abstract: Harvest festival is a cultural ritual construction of integration of traditional culture and contemporary
society. The significance of this ritual construction is to construct the cultural spirit expression and mutual sharing mode
of land and body, survival and development, contemporary and history through the “harvest” image of traditional
agricultural society. The traditional harvest worship and celebration ceremony contains the joy of food harvest and
gratitude, the image of harvest has the courtesy attitude of reverence and restraint to nature and the meaning of life
lasting. Modern society is facing the destruction of natural ecology and the crisis of social ecology in the process of
“overshoot” development. The intensification and complexity of conflict of interest is a realistic dilemma in the post
globalization era. The world needs to reconstruct the cultural mutual sharing relationship which can transcend the fault
lines of economy, politics and ethnic groups than ever before. The significance of harvest festival to the soul of
contemporary people lies in the reconstruction of the deep image of the relationship between man and the earth. The
harvest celebration ceremony is also a courtesy to hard work, which activates and reconstructs a more abundant and
sustainable tradition in the presentation of traditional harvest images.

Key words: Harvest Festival; courtesy; natural sustainability; ecological consciousness; cultural spirit
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