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On the Astronomy Knowledge of The Analects & Mencius and Mistakes of Annotation in Han
Dynasty

Lin Guizhen

Abstract: Confucius’ sentence “E- &3 i Nt 3%, 55 68 R 10 A "in the Analects, the word “5JI\” is not gourd as
a plant, it’s a name of the constellation in the sky. Confucius’ sentence “ K Z T EAE /R G5, o IL A " in the Analects ,
the word “ "' ”is not the meaning of Zhongyong ( H1Jf ) or “just right (15 Z & 4L )" of the post Confucianism,it’s a
benchmark or ruler for observing the shadow of the sun. Mencius’ sentence “HEFEDA FEH " in the Mencius, its
idea comes from astrology, from the five stars and one gathering in five hundred years,from an auspicious belief in it.
Xunzi criticized the “Wuxing(F.4T)” of Si—meng school, it is based on “Wuxing(FL4T)” of the original astronomical
calendar and established the ethical virtue of “Wuxing( F.4T7)” theory. Si-meng school emphasized that the five virtues
of benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom and sageness are the virtues of human nature and heaven, and that
man is mainly in the virtue of holiness and sincerity.
Key words: gourd (%) ; centre (1) ; ruler ; astrology ; wuxing ( .17 )
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