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A Study on Taiyuan, the Northern Capital of the Tang Dynasty, as the Accompanying Capital
of the Military Town System

Ding Haibin and Zhang Sihui

Abstract: Taiyuan, the C of the Tang Dynasty, is a typical accompanying capital of the military town system in
the ancient history of China. With its superior geographical environment and prominent strategic position, Li Yuan relied
on Taiyuan to fight against the Sui Dynasty and established a powerful Tang Dynasty. The official system, military
system and urban system of the northern capital have great military characteristics. The northern capital was in charge
of the military and military services, and stayed behind to manage military and political affairs as well as Yin and
Jiedu envoys. In the north, there are often a large number of troops stationed in Taiyuan, and the military force is
extremely strong. In the north, there are natural urban defense composed of mountains and rivers, dangerous passes, and
the triple external defense system of Huang Qian, Yangma City, and city walls, which are combined with the natural
topography. These defense facilities, together with a large number of garrison troops, make Taiyuan a solid military town
with a complete defense system. Taiyuan, the northern capital, played an important military role in resisting the
northern minorities, pacifying the An—Shi Rebellion and maintaining the balance of the clans in the Tang Dynasty.
Taiyuan, the northern capital, was an important military and town capital of the Tang Dynasty.

Key words: Tang; northern capital; Taiyuan; military town system; accompanying capital
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