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On the Empathy Effect of Cultural Exchanges and Mutual Learning among Countries along
the “One Belt and One Road”

Jiang Ling

Abstract: The “One Belt and One Road” is a road of economics and trade, but also a road of cultural exchanges
and mutual learning. Cultural integration means people—to—people bonds. The different cultures of the countries along the
“One Belt and One Road” learn from each other’ s strengths and exchanges, which is conducive to promoting the
high—quality economic and social development of the countries along the route. Chinese culture has a long tradition of
empathy; the essence of cultural empathy lies in adhering to the principles of mutual benefit and win—win,
co—construction, co—governance and co-sharing, and common beauty. We must tell good cultural stories with an open,
tolerant, equal, and respectful attitude to improve cultural empathy. From China’s development experience and the “One
Belt and One Road” cultural construction practice, it can be seen that cultural empathy has contributed to enriching
the multicultural values of countries along the route, enhancing the sense of cultural acquisition of the people of various
countries, enhancing the cultural identity of the people, and enhancing the national cultural soft power, building a
community with a shared future for mankind. Cultural empathy has produced a positive effect.

Key words: countries along the “One Belt and One Road”; cultural exchanges and mutual learning; cultural
empathy; empathy effect.
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