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An Analysis of Political Ethics in Zuo Zhuan
Wu Canxin

Abstract: Zuo Zhuan is not only an outstanding work of chronicle, but also a wonderful work of history of
thought. One of the most exciting is his political ethics. Its main contents are: “rule of Virtue” , “Benevolent

Government” , “credit” , “moral cultivation” , “observing etiquette” and so on. It shows that its political ethics has
its own distinctive features. One is to conceal the thought with historical facts; the other is to guide historical facts with
value; the third is to show the diversity of thought methods; and the fourth is to be rich in thought content. It has
important contemporary value: firstly, it has enlightenment value for contemporary China to insist on the combination of
ruling the country by law and ruling the country by virtue; secondly, it has reference value for contemporary China to
cultivate the talents with both morality and talent in governing the country; thirdly, it has historical resource value for
contemporary China to cultivate socialist core values.

Key words: Zuo Zhuan; political ethics; rule of law; rule of virtue; both ability and morality
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