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Wei Liao and the New Examination of Wei Liao Zi

Zhao Kuifu

Abstract: There have been many controversies about the authenticity, formation, living age and specific identity of
the author of Wei Liao Zi. Since the remains of Wei Liao Zi were unearthed in Yinque Mountain, the “false book
theory” has become commonplace. However, there are still differences in academic circles on many issues. Wei Liao
who is the Wei people, his ancestor were from Dun. In his later years, he served as a national captain in Qin, and
later he was called Wei Liao. Most of the chapters on politics and military affairs were written during the reign of
King Anli of Wei. At the end of King Anli’s reign, Lord Xinling allied with the five states to attack Qin and gained
great power. When Lord Xinling and King Anli died one after another, he saw that the situation in the state of Wei
could not be redeemed. Upon hearing that Lv Buwei had been dismissed as prime minister, he went to Qin and was
appointed commander of the state. This paper also examines the time and background of the writing of Wei Liao Zi
from four stages.

Key words: Wei Liao Zi; Wei Liao; Dun Liao; Lord Xinling; King Anli of Wei; First Emperor of Qin
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