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Theoretical Construction of “Districting of Constellation and Territory” and the Integration of
Ritual and Music Culture

Wang Hongjun

Abstract:

astronomical phenomena could foretell good or ill luck of earthly events)is the product of the combination of the

Districting of  Constellation and Territory (in Chinese “Xingtu Fenye”, kind of system which
ancestors’  astronomical observations and accidental historical events. It is not only an organic constitution of the ritual
and music culture (in Chinese Li-Yue) in Zhou Dynasty, but also a part of the independent development of traditional
mysterious historiographer culture. Driven by the concept of destiny and the thoughts of interaction between heaven and
mankind, the changes in the sky and stars affect the sensitive political nerves of the ancestors, recognizing and judging
the changes in celestial phenomena, that is, the omens of the heaven, has become an important responsibility of the
“people who have the ability to foretell fate and destiny”. Therefore, through the correspondence between constellation
and natural geographic regions, a theoretical system that can identify good and bad omens have been established. If the
celestial phenomena has instructed the good and bad events, the direct purpose of the “Districting”is to tell people
where, even who’ s involved, and then take corresponding measures. In order to judge the providence more accurately,
the ancients established a virtual astronomicial officials system based on human officials; beginning with the Four
Mid-Season Stars fete in The Book Of History: Yao’s Story, five planets, the twenty—eight lunar mansions and twelve
stars appear and gradually complete. In Han Dynasty, there appear expanded methods of “Districting” such as season
and climate as well as bamboo pitch—pipes. No matter what kind of “Districting” method is adopted, it is of course
idealistic, but its ultimate purpose is to establish a theoretical schema of the relationship between heaven and human,
which serves for politics, society and human life.

Key words: Districting of Constellation and Territory; Theory Construction; The Ritual and Music Culture
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