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The Classification of Qin and Han Families Based on Archaeological Materials

Liu Zunzhi

Abstract: During the Qin and Han Dynasties, the family and its related contents developed greatly, and presented
different types and forms. With the further progress of archaeological work, materials of the Qin and Han Dynasties
have been increasingly enriched, manifesting and reflecting relatively rich contents and connotations of the family, one
of which is the classification of families. There are different standards and references for the classification of families in
Qin and Han Dynasties based on archaeological materials. From three aspects of hierarchical, occupation and scale
attributes, families in Qin and Han Dynasties can be divided into various types. Different family types classified by
different standards all contain their own contents and characteristics, and intersect with each other, while there are also
many overlaps among different types of families in each classification. In addition, there also exist changes in family
types driven by changes in family members, which makes the family types of Qin and Han Dynasties present diversified
characteristics. The changes of family members, grades, occupations and population make the family types of Qin and
Han Dynasties present diversified characteristics.

Key words: The Qin and Han Dynasties; family; classification; archaeological materials
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