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Erlitou Culture: the Founder of Chinese Orthodoxy

Cao Bingwu

Abstract: Erlitou culture rose in the hinterland of the Central Plains, between the late Longshan culture and
Erligang business culture. Erlitou site itself is also the only super large, rich and splendid central settlement with
capital nature in the Central Plains core area before Zhengzhou mall. The formation of Erlitou culture was a
combination of many advanced cultural factors in the Central Plains and surrounding areas at that time, and created a
new relationship model of settlement structure between the center and surrounding areas. From the relationship between
Erlitou culture and other archaeological cultures in the same period, a Chinese orthodoxy and cultural orthodoxy, which
was superior to the regional cultural traditions, emerged and was followed by the Shang and Zhou dynasties Therefore,
the formation mode of Erlitou culture should imply the birth of a national society which broke through the old
consanguineous regional cultural traditions. The pattern of early China’s interaction circle changed from pluralism to
integration, and the historical trend of taking the Central Plains as the center also started.

Key words: Erlitou; Central Plains; bronze age; chieftain; country; Chinese civilization
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