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New Knowledge of Laozi From Text to Thought

Zheng Kai, Cao Feng, Ding Sixing

Abstract: There are different ideas in Laozi, for example, there are several modes of the relationship between
“morality” and “thing/matter”. It has the characteristics of multiple thinking, which is very reasonable in the evolution
of classics. “Dao” itself is to appear in the ideological world; emphasizing “no-name” means that “Dao” goes beyond
the ideological world. One clue of the study of political philosophy in Laozi is the upper and lower structure of the
dichotomy of “Dao” and “matter”. From this structure, we can read the relationship between the dominator and the
dominated, the origin and the end, the one and the many, the independence and the dispersion, the individual and the
whole, etc. these relationships have been greatly developed by Wang Bi.Another clue is that “Dao” and “non-action”
points to “following the nature of all things” and “Sages”and “non—action” points on “following the natural of people”.
The dichotomy of “Dao” and “Matter” leads to the political philosophy of advocating the centralization of monarchy,
while “Dao” “non-action” and “following the natural of all things” leads to the political philosophy of quietness and
inaction and letting the people rest. Reading and quoting Laozi should be based on the bamboo slips of Han Dynasty,
combined with bamboo slips unearthed from a grave at Guodian dating back to the State of Chu as well as inscribed
silk texts from the Mawangdui Tomb of the Western Han Dynasty and current edition. When quoting the text of Laozi
and analyzing the chapter meaning, we should pay attention to its specific chapters and the “chapter” corresponding to
the text and its single meaning. Wang Bi’ s Annotations on Laozi or Heshanggong’ s Annotations on Laozi should be
collated and reviewed comprehensively in comparison with the unearthed bamboo slips and silk manuscripts. On the one
hand, it should restore the ancient version on which the popular version is based; on the other hand, it should highlight
the mistakes and shortcomings of the current edition, and review the problems of Wang Bi’ s and Heshanggong’ s
annotations.

Key words: Laozi; no—name; nature; political philosophy; unearthed bamboo slips and silk
[/ 5 5]

37



