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The Natural and Social Ecology of Elephants in Song Dynasty

Cheng Minsheng

Abstract: As a wild animal or domesticated animal, elephant is a symbol of ecological environment, diplomacy and
etiquette. The wild elephants in the Central Plains disappeared in the early Song Dynasty. Since then, it mainly
distributed in the southeast and southwest of the Tropic of cancer, especially in the South China Sea. The Song
government legislated to protect the wild elephant and banned the folk ivory trade. Rapid changes have taken place
since the Southern Song Dynasty. More and more residents killed wild elephants for survival, and local officials
encouraged them to do so. By the end of the Southern Song Dynasty, they were almost extinct in Southeast China. The
Song Dynasty was the period that paid the most attention to the use of tame elephant, and the earliest set up the
imperial elephant breeding center. Xiangyi was listed in the forefront of Dajia halogen book. Tame elephant played an
irreplaceable role in diplomacy and court ceremony in Song Dynasty, and it was also a prop to whitewash peace, which
enriched the social and political life of officials and people.

Key words: elephant; Song Dynasty; ecology
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