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Research on Cultural Representation and Communication Innovation of the Grand Canal in
China

Qin Zongcai and Yang Zhengyi

Abstract: The Grand Canal in China is a treasure of Chinese culture, and continues the cultural genes of the
Chinese nation, and can provide the inevitability and legitimacy for the present. To construct and disseminate Chinese
Grand Canal culture in the contemporary Chinese and world context, we must proceed from the two core dimensions of
image and meaning to promote the double cycle of cultural production and reproduction of the Grand Canal. From the
perspective of cultural image, the representation cycle of “sign—space—memory” can be used to grasp its structural
relationship among form, content and meaning, so as to realize the purpose of awakening cultural genes, constructing
cultural space and declaring cultural significance. From the perspective of cultural significance, the meaning recycling of
"concept—representation—regulation" can realize the goal of establishing conceptual schemas, building consumer fields and
regulating cultural texts, so that Chinese Grand Canal culture can realize the role of guiding and regulating cultural
concepts and cultural consciousness. At the same time, from the perspective of cultural communication, we should
promote the active continuation and innovative development of Chinese Grand Canal culture by updating the way of
cultural narrative, cohesive relationship structure and spatial regulation principle.

Key words: Grand Canal in China; cultural image; cultural significance; cultural cycle; communication innovation
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