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The Textual Research on the Problems of Musicians of Public Service in Western Han Dynasty
—— Focus on Land Reclamation and Rent Book in the Seventh Year of Duxiang on the
Bamboo Slips of the Western Han Dynasty in Zoumalou

Li Li

Abstract: The musicians of public service in the land reclamation and rent book in the seventh year of Duxiang
on the Bamboo Slips of the Western Han Dynasty in Zoumalou, belong to completely free men, who own land and
other properties. The biggest possible public service is that they were engaged in the worship of deities in the form of
practice. “Two hectares with 61.5 mu fields” of land reclamation and rent book should be the rent—free farmland
allocated from the total cultivated land area, according to the basic date that a laborer ploughed about 10 mu, and the
average household was about 20 mu at that time. Farming of Two hectares with 61.5 mu fields should be evenly
distributed among about 13 musicians. “Two hectares with 61.5 mu fields” therefore should be determined on the basis
of the number of about 13 musicians under the post of giving affairs. The number of the above—mentioned about 13
musicians, maybe the reflection of the post establishment of the public service of the musicians. There was also a
standing establishment of “Thirteen sacrificial officials in the outer suburbs” in Yuefu institutions of the period of
emperor Al in Western Han Dynasty. On the other hand, according to the combination of four, five, six people on the
arrangement of musicians and instruments of music and dance and the configuration of musicians in tombs of
Mawangdui No.3 in Changsha, above-mentioned about 13 musicians maybe specifically planned for two or three small
bands. The behavior of providing rent—free farmland for a dozen musicians in “two hectares with 61.5 mu fields” of
land reclamation and rent book, maybe connected with the preferential treatment and attention of musicians who are
engaged in public service of Changsha State in Western Han Dynasty. It also means that the exemption of preferential
land for rent is linked with the post establishment of public service, and it is a condition attached to this position.

Key words: Bamboo Slips of the Western Han Dynasty in Zoumalou; musicians; characteristics of identity ; social

position ; post remuneration
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