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The Commodity Trade between Shazhou and the Surrounding Uighurs in Dunhuang Documents

Lu Hong and Yang Fuxue

Abstract: There are a large number of contract documents in Dunhuang literature, especially loan contract
documents, which are important documents for investigating the development of commodity economy in Hexi and the
Western Regions during Tang and Song Dynasties. Based on the analysis of mission members, destinations, loan items,
and profit in the loan documents, it highlights the commercial and trade functions of the Saudi missions and the
economic exchanges between Ganzhou, Xizhou, Yizhou Huihu and Shazhou And complementary. Mainly based on loan
contracts, combined with other documents and related historical records, reflecting that in Xizhou Uighurs, cotton fabrics
are extremely popular commodities, and cotton even has a currency function; Ganzhou Uighurs mainly rely on animal
husbandry for their economic life In this way, a large number of animal husbandry products are exported to the
surrounding areas and the Central Plains. At the same time, Ganzhou also shoulders the role of a transit station for
Sino—Western trade, promoting the exchange and spread of Chinese and Western cultures.

Key words: Dunhuang documents; Shazhou; Uighur; commodity trade
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