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A Preliminary Probe into the Nature and Value of Poetry Materials in Popular Reference
Books in Ming Dynasty

Liu Tianzhen

Abstract: A large number of poetry materials are compiled in popular reference books in the Ming Dynasty, which

can be classified as poetry in the sense of traditional literature only for a small part of these materials. Most of the

rest, such as social poetry, knowledge spreading songs, doggerel, word games are functional or entertaining poetry styles.

These works are the flowers of civilian culture and foundation of mainstream elegant poetry. Although their aesthetic

value is extremely poor, their social and entertainment functions have been fully promoted.Although they have never

entered the poetry hall, their historical value of poetics shouldn’t be underestimated.

Key words: Ming dynasty popular reference book ; poetry materials ; social function; historical value of poetics
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