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The Reason Why the Emperor and Ministers of the State of Peng Made their Wives Take
Sacrifices to the Ancestors

Jia Haisheng and Yuan Yin

Abstract: The State of Peng is a vassal state discovered according to archaeological material. The nationality of

this state belongs to Chidi ( 757k ), whose surname is Kui ( #). From the Western Zhou Dynasty to the Spring and

Autumn Period, it was located in the area of Hengshui Area, Jiang County, Shanxi Province, and was always

surrounded by powerful nations. The emperor and ministers of the State of Peng made the ritual vessels for offering

sacrifices to the ancestors. It is stated in the inscription that the lady is to take the sacrifice, which was quite different

from the ritual of Zhou Dynasty in which the husband and wife of the Huaxia nationality shared responsibility for

ancestral temple worship. The reason may be that the Chidi ethnic group is facing the fate of annexation and extinction

at any time, or it may be that the Chidi ethnic group has different customs from the Huaxia ethnic group.

Key words: the State of Peng; Sacrificial vessel; sacrifice; etiquette and custom
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