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The Filial Piety Thought and Its Contemporary Value in Zhu Zi’s Family Rites

Li Tao and Ji Xueli

Abstract: As a work of family rites norms in Song Dynasty, Zhu Zi’s Family Rites not only integrated filial piety
into specific rites and endowed filial piety with the meaning of ritual, but also regarded it as the foundation of family
governance and carried forward the basic role of filial piety in moral education. Since the Tang and Song Dynasties,
Buddhism has developed rapidly, and Confucian ethics has been seriously damaged, which has aroused great attention
of the Confucians in the Song Dynasty. As an important embodiment of Confucian ethics, the scholar bureaucrats
represented by Zhu Zi hoped to achieve the goal of governing the country from the bottom up by “administering the
family with rites”. Therefore, Family Rites takes “Rites” as the external core, disseminates Confucian ethics,
promotes social Confucian education, conforms to the development trend of Song Dynasty rites, and promotes the
further development of common people’s rites in Ming and Qing Dynasties.
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