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A Study on Metaphors and Symbols in the Story of Jing Ke Assassinating the Emperor Qin in
the Stone Relief of the Han Dynasty in Northern Shaanxi

Liu Xiangbin and Liu Guowei

Abstract: From the text to the image, the metaphorical connotations behind Jing Ke Assassinating the Emperor
Qin have all along been undergoing variations. The story in Strategies of the Warring States reveals current metaphors
featuring irresistible trend which is beyond human power, while Records of the Grand Historian discloses such
metaphorical tendencies as complimenting spirit of the times featuring keeping promises, advocating faith, and adhering
to reputation and integrity, as well as promotion of rebellious awareness of “subduing violence by violence”. In
particular, in the stone relief of the Han Dynasty in Northern Shaanxi, this story always resides in the core of the
image narrative network, which not only symbolizes the past, but also bridges the present and the future. Moreover,
in conjunction with the life images which symbolize the present, and the fairyland images which symbolize the future,
it constructs a complete chain of time and life cycle. On that account, it divulges a metaphorical connotation of
longing for endless life, and craving longevity.

Key words: Northern Shaanxi;stone relief of the Han Dynasty; Jing Ke; Emperor Qin; Metaphors
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