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Maritime Traffic and the “by Beam Floating in the Sea” in Gongyechang of Analects of
Confucius

Wang Jinfeng

Abstract: The “sea” in “by beam floating in the sea” in Gongyechang of Analects of Confucius means
“overseas”. As to its specific meaning, scholars and researchers of the past dynasties have disputes. From the
perspective of Confucius overseas view and the navigation ability of the State of Qi and the State of Lu, we can
demonstrate and solve this problem. “By beam floating in the sea” means countries or regions beyond the seas, that
is, countries or regions beyond the realm ruled by Kings or sons of heaven. The people of the two states in the time
of Confucius had strong maritime communications, and they had close ties with Korea in particular. Taken together,
“overseas” refers to Korea. This view can also be confirmed by other parts in the Analects of Confucius.
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