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The Spatial Imagination of Tang Poetry in Eastern Zhejiang
—A Study on the Mind Construction

Fang Ruili

Abstract: The natural conditions of the beautiful mountains and waters in the east of Zhejiang are the premise of

poetic space construction. The diachronic cultural heritage and the synchronic landscape together construct the Tang

Dynasty poets’ imagination of the space in the east of Zhejiang, or spatial memory. From five aspects, this paper

analyzes how eastern Zhejiang, as a memory space in Tang poetry, completed the placement of Tang poet’ s soul.

Among them, seeking “frustrated Consolation” and “indulgence” in this space is from the perspective of “traveling”,

while “Zen habitat” , “being an official and being a hermit” and “refuge and family” are from the perspective of

“living”. Whether it’s “traveling” or “living”, or “walking” or “stopping”, the above five aspects of the imagination

of space in eastern Zhejiang meet the needs of poets who come to eastern Zhejiang with different identities or with

different purposes to place their hearts.

Key words: Tang poetry; Eastern Zhejiang; space; mind
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