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The Study of Cultivating One’s Morality: The Origin and Evolution of the Concept of

“Learning” in pre-Qin Confucianism

Huo Yanyun

Abstract: The concept of “learning”
“learning”

prominent. From the perspective of etymology,

“practice” , which is helpful to further explore the core gist of

has long existed in the pre-Qin period. Since its birth,

“ . ” . .
learning” contains three meanings of

the traditional

contains some practical implications, and then the ethical and moral implications become more and more

“ . ” . . ”
perception” , “imitate” and

“learning” concept of Pre—Qin Confucianism. The

evolution of learning content from life skills to ethics and moral norms in pre—Confucian times reflects the basic

development process of learning and practice from

ritual and music system established by the Western Zhou Dynasty, explored the core of “virtue”

“informal” to “ceremonial”

. The Pre—Qin Confucianism inherited the

contained in

“learning”, and laid the foundation for the formation of the customs and habits of “learning” in Chinese society. This

Confucian tradition is also inherited by the Later Confucianism. Modern scholars have injected new ideological

connotations into the Confucian concept of “learning”, highlighting the characteristics of the learning of life, state and

solicitude.

Key words: pre—Qin confucianism; learning; cultivate virtue; to do good
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