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On the Shanrang System of the Alliance of Dayu, Yi and Xia

Li Jingheng

Abstract : The political and cultural sections of early Chinese civilization are mainly represented by the eastern and

western structures of Yi and Xia. The change of periods of Tangyao, Yushun, Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties is the

rotation of different tribal groups in the eastern and western regions. Shanrang is also an aristocratic election system

within the rule of this political alliance. Dayu was able to become the leader of the Yi and Xia alliance group because

of his own contribution in water control and war, and also because his former leader Yushun belonged to the eastern

group, and this leader could only be produced in the western group where Dayu was. From Shanrang to one family

rules the land under heaven, it is in one continuous line in essence, that is, the alliance leader group wins the good

reputation of the world in the form of family, keeps its rights and fulfills its obligations. If the family can no longer

perform its duties, it will be replaced by a new leader elected by the aristocratic council held by the tribal leaders.

Mencius believed that the shanrang of alliance is essentially the same as Tangwu Fang Fa.
key words: Yi(3 ) in the East, Xia (X )in the West;ShanraHg(?ﬁﬂi) ; alliance ; take turns in business;Dayu(j(
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