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Huang-Lao Taoist’s Thought of Rectification of Name and Governing by Inaction

Chen Hui

Abstract: In the Pre—Qin period, the rule of inaction was at least respected by Confucianism, Taoism and
Legalism, and it is a general theory of all schools to advocate the rectification of names to govern the world. However,
there are great ideological differences between Confucianism, Taoism and Legalism on the connotation and exhibition of
inaction. As for the ethical and political implication and function of the rectification of name, although all the scholars
have incisive theories, the theory of Huang-Lao Taoist is especially complete. In Huang-Lao Taoist’s thought, the main
way of inaction is rectification of name. Based on reality and oriented by utility, it’s theory of rectification of name not
only deeply discriminates the relationship between form and name and the function of rectification of name, but also
reveals the inseparable relationship between rectification of name and “rule of law”. At the same time, with the help
of the theory of rectification of name, Huang—Lao Taoist also put forward the idea of advocating monarchical power and
political tricks, which triggered an important change in the connotation of inaction in Taoism. In the interpretation of
way the King rules, Huang-Lao Taoist also revealed the connotation of Xu-jing (emptiness and still), Buwei (inactivity)
and Yinying (to be conforming to) of concept of inaction. Among them, as the utilities, Buwei (inactivity) and Yinying
(to be conforming to) are based on Xu-jing (emptiness and still). Only when the king follows the rules of conduct of
king, can the “proper naming system and perfect rule of law”, which reflects the rule with inaction, be truly come true.

Key words: Huang-Lao Taoist; Rectification of Name; Wuwei (to do nothing that goes against nature); the Rules
of Conduct of King

[ wiEmEE/ 5]

54



