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Four Dimensions of Zhang Shi’s Interpretation of the Connotation of Ritual Category

Li Changtai

Abstract: Zhang Shi’ s interpretation of the connotation of the category of rites is carried out from the four

dimensions of Li(H), order, righteousness and beauty, which embodies the four main meanings of reason rites, order

rites, righteousness rites and beauty rites. On this basis, the connotation of rites is mainly composed of four aspects:

the noumenon of Dao and goodness, the application of festival and text, the combination of internal and external, and

the harmony and beauty of body and use. The essentials of li, order, righteousness and beauty embody the philosophical

thinking of body, use, unify and harmony. Li is the core connotation of the category of rites. Taking Li as the body, it

achieves the development and development of the connotation of order, righteousness and beauty. The interpretation of

the connotation of Li highlights the Neo Confucianism nature of Zhang Shi’s academic thought.

Key words: Zhang Shi; the connotation of ritual category; four dimensions
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