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The Study of Sima Guang’s WenZhongzi Biography

Sun Wengqi

Abstract: The Biography of WenZhongzi which was written by Sima Guang was an innovative works. Before Sima
Guang, some biographies in anthologies had been mostly contemporary figures; after the biography of WenZhongzi, the
phenomenon of rewritten the biographies of celebrities in the past gradually increased. WenZhongzi was Wang Tong who
was important figure in the inheritance of Confucianism, however, because of some reasons about politics and history,
the life story of Wang Tong was not clear, the Zhong Shuo which recorded the speech of WenZhongzi had to do with
lots of controversies. In this case, Sima Guang applied the method of compiled Zi Zhi Tong Jian to Wen Zhongzi
biography and researched the historical facts in realistic attitude. It was to solve the disputes about Wang Tong life.
The Study of historical materials behind the original creation were presented in the text. In terms of article structure,
Sima Guang enhanced discussion function of biography. The study of historical materials and the evaluation of human
thought were supported and merged each other, the pattern of narrative biography was changed. WenZhongzi biography
was literature classic in the influence of academic: rigorous historical attitude endowed the works with a style of
“harmony and sincerity”; independent historical perspective re—established the historical tradition of biographies. The
development of subject matter and written style of WenZhongzi biography was to add new style for biography and to
expand the content for prose.
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