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Yangshao Culture and Longshanized: The Study on the Key Evolution of Prehistoric Chinese
Cultural Pattern

Cao Bingwu

Abstract: The Yangshao culture was a regional culture in the multi—unity pattern of prehistoric China, which took
the lead to realize the main economic base of agriculture after the integration of the two farming cultures in cereals
and rice. Taking advantage of the favorable opportunity of the Holocene Megathermic period and the geographical
advantage of the middle reaches of the Yellow River, the Yangshao culture expanded to the loess Plateau, which was
easy to cultivate under the technological conditions, thus laying the foundation of the population, language and culture
of the early Huaxia group. The disintegration of Yangshao culture after its heyday and the transformation of Longshan
culture resulted in the formation of many post—Yangshao cultures from different sources. Moreover, due to the
introduction of new economic factors such as wheat, cattle and sheep, the population, economy, society and culture in
the Central Plains area began to collide, recombine and overlap with each other. It was in the process of regional
competition in the Longshan period of post—Yangshao period that all regions generally started their own civilization
process. As the core of Yangshao’ s hometown, the Central Plains region, through the integration and innovation of
various cultural factors in the surrounding areas, and the intensification of alluvial action in the middle and lower
reaches of the Yellow River, provided a new place for various regional cultural traditions in the prehistoric Interaction
circle of China. Erlitou culture stood out in the process of intensifying competition between regional cultural traditions
and established the Chinese orthodox position in the circle of early Chinese cultural interaction. Therefore, the formation
and disintegration of Yangshao culture were important events in the formation of early Huaxia culture.

Key words: Yangshao Culture; Longshanized; Central Plains; regional cultural traditions; interaction circle; the
formation of Huaxia preach system.
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