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On Feng Youlan’s Transformation and Innovation of the Thought of “Loyalty and Forgiveness”

Chai Wenhua and Guo Jiaming

Abstract: Feng Youlan opened up metaphysics and physics in philosophy, implemented the theory in social life,
and demonstrated his strong practical concern. In his interpretation of “loyalty and forgiveness”, Feng Youlan affirmed
the practical purport of Confucianism and emphasized human rationality and sociality. He explained the flexibility and
comprehensiveness of “the way of loyalty and forgiveness” from two aspects: “the method of implementing morality”
and “the method of dealing with people”, which broke through the previous rigid framework of “morality and
immorality” of Taoists in the Song and Ming Dynasties and expanded it to a new standard of behavior judgment of
“morality and immorality”. In life and realm, he focused more on life, which is not only the daily life of ordinary
people, but also the value pursuit after becoming a sage. Feng Youlan tried to attribute the ancient motto to the way of
life and apply it to social daily life, and guide social practice with rational spirit, which is not only a creative
transformation of the thought of “loyalty and forgiveness”, but also a deep excavation of the practicality of Chinese
traditional morality.

Key words: Feng Youlan; loyalty and forgiveness; social daily; realistic care
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