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PR IM]L K.

A Probe into the Phenomenon of the Flesh Cut by Women to Cure Family Members Reflected
in the Epitaphs of Song Dynasty

Jiao Jie and Li Wei

Abstract: In the epitaphs of the Song Dynasty, there are many records about the phenomenon of the flesh cut by
women to cure family members, including daughter serving parents, daughter—in-law serving parents—in—laws, wife
serving husband, and maid servant serving master. Due to the social and cultural environment, family atmosphere and
psychological factors at that time, the female behavior of cutting flesh to cure family members in the Song Dynasty has
increased dramatically, and became a way to treat diseases and express filial piety. However, the writing of epitaphs in
Song Dynasty emphasizes the effect of this behavior on individuals, families and society, ignoring the damage to women’s
bodies. Although the women’ s behavior of cutting flesh to save family members in Song Dynasty show a strong
subjective initiative, its essence is still a practice of patriarchal cultural identity.

Key words: the epitaphs of the Song Dynasty; cutting flesh to save family members; image writing; identity
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